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In a few days Arkansas’ adult educators will have an opportunity to help 

our state achieve an accurate count in the 2020 Census.  Our goal is to 
ensure as full a count as possible of adult learners and their families. Many 
of these individuals are in one or more of the groups that the Census 
Bureau has identified as “hard to count” (and therefore at risk of an 
undercount). “Hard to count” populations include low-income households, 
foreign-born persons, people of color, rural residents, and young children. 
Adult Education program staff interact with individuals in these populations 
daily and can promote understanding and the importance of completing the 
census.  

 

The census provides critical data that lawmakers, businesses, 
educators and countless others use to determine daily services, products, 
and support in communities. Each year, billions of dollars in federal funding 

go to hospitals, fire departments, schools, infrastructure, roads and 
many other resources based on data from the census.  So, an under-
count of the “hard to count” or any population potentially means 
reductions in federal funds distributed in our communities. 

 

Census data also determines the number of seats each state will 
have in the U.S. House of Representatives, and census results are 
used to draw congressional and state legislative districts.  An 
undercount could well result in a reduction in political representation.  

 
 

What can we do?  We can make sure our students know when to 
expect the survey, how to fill it out, and how to make sure they are 
counted.  We can dispel myths and eliminate fear connected to 
completing the census.  We can integrate census-related activities into 
lessons and educate students on how the numbers are used. 

  
 

We know that a fair count is crucial for adult learners, the programs 
that serve them, and their communities.  So, let’s make Arkansas 
Adult Education count. 

 

2020 Census Timeline 

March 12 - 20: Households will begin receiving 
official Census Bureau mail with detailed 
information on how to respond to the 2020 Census 
online, by phone, or by mail.   

March 30 - April 1: The Census Bureau will count 
people who are experiencing homelessness over 
these three days. As part of this process, the 
Census Bureau counts people in shelters, at soup 
kitchens and mobile food vans, on the streets, and 
at non-sheltered, outdoor locations such as tent 
encampments. 

April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. By 
this date, every home will receive an invitation to 
participate in the 2020 Census. Once the invitation 
arrives, you should respond for your home in one 
of three ways: online, by phone, or by mail. When 
you respond to the census, you'll tell the Census 
Bureau where you live as of April 1, 2020. 
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Thanks from a Fort Smith Adult Education Alternative Sentencing Student 
 

“I was sentenced to alternative sentencing in July 2019, and there is no doubt in my mind that 
this was a positive experience. I only had 42.5 hours to do, and it took a little longer to 
accomplish, but I still prevailed.  The alternative sentencing allowed me to still see my kids, my 
mother, and provide for my family.  It hit me one day that the little things that could have been 
taken from me are very special...my basic liberties and my freedom were still intact.  I was able 
to buy a cup of coffee and talk to my kids about their day instead of talking to them just over the 
phone or weekend visits. 
 

I have rerouted my life and begun to think of where I’m going next because of this experience.  
I’m now waiting on my scholarship from the Arkansas Department of Higher Education, and I 
have enrolled in a CNA program through the adult education center.  I see this as a second 
chance...a second chance to redeem myself and beat the odds.  Not many people get to do 
that. 
 

I thank everyone who overlooked my bad decisions and saw me as an evolving woman who 
learns from her past.  I am very grateful to have gone through this program.  My favorite poet 
once stated ‘Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better do better.’  
And now I’m doing better than ever!” 

 
--T.O., Fort Smith Adult Education Alternative Sentencing Student 

 

 

Around the State 
 
 

 

 

Arkansas Baptist College Adult Education 

Promotes Financial Literacy 
 

David George, a Senior Securities Examiner and Investor Education Coordinator for 

Arkansas Securities Department, recently presented information to students during 

a “Lunch and Learn” organized by LaTasha Dale, Career Coach.   

 

Mr. George presented “The Basics for Investing in Stocks and Bonds” and spoke on 

the value of information and research before investing. Students were able to ask 

questions about the risks of stocks and the differences between stocks and bonds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ozark Literacy Council Hosts “Pop Up” Library 

Patty Henson Sullivan, Executive Director of Ozark Literacy Council in Fayetteville, 
reports that the council hosted a “Pop-Up” Library event on February 4.  The 
Fayetteville Public Library facilitated the event.   

To find out more on the events and activities at Ozark Literacy Council follow them 
on Facebook or Instagram.  
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SNAP E&T Success 

   Johnathan Mosely 
    Danville 

Mark Plumb, SNAP E&T Coordinator for Pope and Yell 
counties, shared Johnathan Moseley’s success story.  
Johnathan was referred to the SNAP E&T Program in Danville 
in the fall of 2019. He was assigned the education component 
to earn a GED®. Johnathan’s success story was written in his 
own words. 
 

Hello my name is Johnathan Mosely, and I am 19 years old and 
have finally achieved my GED. I have been out of school for 
about two years now, and I was nervous that I wasn't going to 
be able to get an education because of my age. Then I was 
informed that there was an adult education program in Danville, 
Arkansas. I was skeptical at first but decided something was 
better than nothing. 
 
That was probably the best decision I've ever made. It took me four months to get my GED which was quicker 
than I expected. This experience proves that you can do anything if you put the time and effort for it. If you put 
your mind to it, you'll be finished in no time but only if you take it seriously. Most people believe that a GED isn't 
as good as a high school diploma, but that's not true at all. A GED is always better than nothing after all. 
 
It also doesn't matter what grade you stopped at either. I made it to the 10th grade before some personal stuff 
came up and I had to drop out. I was upset but sometimes life throws you curveballs, and you have to learn how 
to recover from it. If you’re worried or scared about getting a GED, don't be. Getting a GED isn't hard if you try 
and believe that you can do it. 
 
Another fear people have is that they're too old to get their GED, but even if you’re 30 or even 50, there is never 
a bad time to get a better education than what you have currently. Don't let your age stop you because it is 
never too late to get a GED no matter what anyone tells you. So I encourage anyone who might be a drop out to 
please consider getting your GED—cause let me tell you having your GED opens so many more possibilities 
than not doing anything at all. It will help you get a better job and support not only yourself but also your family 
if or when you have one. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped me get to this point in my life. My teachers, my family, my friends, 
and of course anyone who assists with young and old adults to further their education.  
 
Thank you to the Danville Adult Education Program for allowing me to achieve this level of education and for 
opening many possibilities for me to try. 

 
Thank you,  
Johnathan Moseley 

 
 

SNAP E&T can help SNAP participants gain skills, training, or work experience to increase their 

ability to obtain regular employment that leads to economic self-sufficiency.  Participation in the program is 
mandatory for SNAP recipients identified as able-bodied adults ages 18 to 49 with no qualifying exemptions 
and voluntary for anyone else who receives SNAP.  Enrolled participants can receive travel reimbursement, 
paid tuition and fees, on the job training, and assistance with obtaining employment. 

Currently, Arkansas Adult Education is the largest provider of SNAP E&T services in the state. Services are 
provided in 74 counties. 
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Helpful Resources 

 
 
 Find the calendar of professional development 

opportunities offered by the Arkansas Adult Learning 
Resource Center (AALRC) at 
http://aalrc.org/adminteachers/calendar.html. 

 
 

 COABE has announced that the 2020 national 
conference will take place in Baltimore, Maryland from 
April 5 to April 8, 2020 at the beautiful Baltimore 
Marriott Waterfront. This conference will showcase 
national level presenters, keynote speakers, and 
trending topics in the field. Make your plans and visit 
https://coabe.org/conference-2020/ for conference 
details and updates. 

 

 Classroom Census Resources 
• https://2020census.gov/ 
• https://2020census.gov/en/educators 
• https://national-coalition-literacy.org/research/the-

2020-census/ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Adult Education  

Message Group for Teachers 
 
An “Adult Education Teachers” group has been 
created in the Remind app.  
 
Reminders for trainings and other opportunities 
can be sent to your phone or computer.  Sign up 
for Adult Education Teachers notifications at 
https://www.remind.com/join/8634ch. 
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Adult Education Stats At-A-Glance 
 

Year-to-date statistics for the Arkansas Adult Education 
programs continue to show progress.  The statistics below 
summarize the state’s numbers for the current fiscal year 
through the end of February 2020.  

 
July 2019 – Feb 2020 

 

Reportable Individuals: 16,510  
Participants: 9,157  

 6,272 ABE 

 397 ASE 

 2,488 ESL 
Table 4B: 4,588  

 50% post-test rate 

 Of those post-tested, 69.2% made an EFL gain 
Female Participants: 4,940  

 41.8% Table 4 average 
Male Participants: 4,217  

 41.7% Table 4 average 
Highest Measurable Skill Gain Age Group 

 716 Participants 

 16-17 year olds 

 58.7% Table 4 average 
Largest Age Group 

 4,308 Participants 

 25-44 year olds 

 40.6% Table 4 average 
Benchmarks Met: 55% 
Current E&E: 41.8% 
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